»-7 


£C» : 
4 
SERV EVYD 
2X. 7 


5 


"Hp 3: 


* 


Throughout pe ahh | : - : 
- Thetbree K._ be N GD os. | 


"$ IN a ety 


With an Att of the: General!" \ (7 oþ r:0f fhe 1 
of Kenland, foreſtabliſhing and oberyme.thss:. 
® np a EGF Oy,” ar'Þ 


w BY IT "ID 


tt 


| "An FLY of the Connfnitecs of Eſtates concernin 7 the." 
PRINTING thereof:- 


Ark an AQ of the Commiſſion of the Generall Aſc y 
for the Printing; and for the preſent praftice of it 
throughout the ſaid Kingdom of $ cotland. 


$228 + 


EDINBUR SG Be w. c 
-. Printed a Evan Tylcr, Printer tothe Kings: "moſt 


Excellent Majeſtie, 16 4, 5 Ob 
JOE SEL as ae $2 
MIL ty;9) © op foal Gd «Zr r 3 5D f5.p. TY ego P TY 


| 


” Wa p. F7 


\ \ 
- 
4: > 
I £ £5 4 
. 4 « ! 
4 


re 
&x - H 
. F; 0 
” 

: = 


SOLLDISD DIO IAC AD DIO ADL 
Edinb. 14. CApril 1645. 
| He Committee of Eſtates underſtanding from the Commiſſioners of the General 

| Aſſembly , the abuſes which may follow upon the Printing in this Kingdom of 


the Direory for Publike worſhip without Licence,and upon the venting of ſuch 
C-pies thereof as are not Reviſed and Printed with Priviledge here , Do therefore for 


*2 


* preventing of all abuſes therein Ordain, T hat no perſon or perſons whatſoever preſume 
'to Print or re-Prine The Directory for the Publike Worſhip of God throughout the three 


Kingdems in any Volume, bur only ſuch as (hill have Licence thereuntq from the Gene- 
rall Afl:mbly,or their Comm: fl1on mcering at Edinburgh, or from ſuch perſons as ſhall 
have power from the {aid Aſſembly or Commiſſion to. grant Licences for Printing the 
ſame : And thar no perſon preſume to Sell, Burter, or any way to ſpread or convey any 
Copies of the ſaid Nir-&ory Pcinted without Licence aforeſaid , Upon the pain of con- 
fiſcation of the whole Imprefton, if any be (o Printed , and of the Prefles and Types of 
the Printers thereof, And of all ſuch Books and Copies thereof as ſhall be offered co 
Sale,Bartering, or be anyotherwiſe ſpread abroad : And that befide further puniſhment 
to be inflicted upon the offenders in any of the premiſes by the Lords of Secret Councell 
or the Committee of Eſtates , as that diſobedience and contempt deſerycth. And that 
this Ordinance may come to the knowledge of all whom it doth concern, The Com« 
mittee Ocdains the ſame to be prefixed in Print to the ſaid Direfory, and to the Aﬀs of 
Parliament and Aﬀembly eſtabliſhing the ſame Printed therewith , when they (hall be 
Printed by the Order aforeſaid ;*And that ir be preſently publiſhed at the Market Crofli s 
of all the head Burrows within this Kingdom, that none pretend ignorance thereof. 


m evifom moni ſevaho Jomin) » ReGevbie Schavp Arch, Primeroſe. 
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Edinb. 27. Maii 1645. Poſtmeridiem. 

He Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly having ſeriouſly conſidered the 

Printed Copie of the Dire&ory * »r. Publike Worſhip ſent unto them from cheir 

Brethren now in England, And finding the ſame agreeable to the form approven 
in the late Generall Aſſembly, Do therefore according, to the power committed to them 
by the {aid Afſembly, Ordain and Require the ſaid Directory for the Publike Worſhip of 
God to be forthwith practiſed and obſerved by all the Miniſters and others within this 
Kirk whom it doth concern, And thatall ſuch Rulcs and praRiſes be laid aſide as may 
fruſtrate the intent of the Dire&ory ; And for this efftet, Ir isalſo Ordained that this 
Dire&ory with the Preface, Together with the Acts of the Generall Aſſembly and of 
the Parliament of this Kingdom eſtabliſhing the ſame, be preſently Printed for the uſe 
of this Kirk : Wherein M Andrew Ker Clerk tothe Commiſsion of the Aſſembly is re- 
quired to-uſe all poſiible care and diligence; And he is hereby authorized with full power 
to cauſe Print and re-Pcint the ſame from time to time, as there (hall be occafion, 


eT. Ker, | 


Ido. appoint Evan Tyler, hs Majeſties Printer, to Print thes 
Dircdory , with the Acts of Parliament and A(ſ embly con- 
cernins the lame. A. Ker. 
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eAn Ac of the Parliament of the King- 
dom of Scotland, approving and eſta- 


bliſhing the Direttory for Pub- 
x like Worſhip. - 
At Edinb. Febr. 6. 16 4 " 


Pap e2g3tHe Eſtates of Parliament 
7 now conveened, in theſe- 
DO » 


1s 


> cond Seſsion of this firſt 


"0 
. 


ment holden by his Majeſtie and the 
three Eſtates in Anno 1641. Aﬀter pub- | 
like reading and ſerious conſideration of 
the Act under-written of the Generall 
Aſſembly approving the following Di- 
retory for the .Publike VV orſhip of 
God1n thethree Kingdoms, lately uni- 
ted by the folemne League and Coye- 
nant , I ogether with the Ordinance of 


A 2 the 
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At Parl. eftabliſhing the Direfory. 
the Parliament of England eſtabliſhing 
the ſaid Directory, and the Directory it 
ſelf, Do heartily and cheerfully agreeto 
the ſaid Directory,according to the Act 
of the General Aflembly approving the 
ſame. VVhich Ac, together with the 
Directory it ſelf, the Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment do, without a contrary voice, Ra- 
tifie and approve 1n all the Heads and 
Articles thereof, And do interpone and 


adde the authority of Parliament to the | 


ſaid Act of the Generall Aſſembly. And 


do Ordain the ſame to have the ſtrength | 


and force of a Law and A& of Parlia- 
ment, and execution to paſſe thereupon 
for obſerving the ſaid Directory, accor- 
ding to the {aid Act of the Generall 
Aſtembly 1n all points. 


eAlex. Gibſone Cler. Regiftri. 
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The Publike VV ons umrvr 


G O D 


Throughout the three K 1 #6 DoMs 


O F | 
| SCOTLAND,ENGLAND, 
| and IRELAND. 
g WITH 


An AF of the Generall Aſſembly of the. 
; Kirk of Scotland, for eſtabliſhing and 
obſerving this prefent Direttory. 


EDINBURGH: 
Printed by Evan Tyler , Printer to the Kings moſt 
Excellent Majeſtic. 1 6 4 5. 
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DE Den 


Tre Conrtenrs. 


He Act of the General Aſſembly, 
The Preface. 
of the Aſſembling of the Congregation. 
of Publike reading of the holy Scripture, 
of Publike Prayer pefore the Sermon. 
of the Preaching of the Ward. 
of Prayer after the Sermon. 
of * crament of Baptiſme. 
Of '--: acrament of te Lords Supper. 
of th: 3anctification » + Lords Day. 
of the Solemni: + or of " Jag. 
of the Viſitation of tne 11 
Of Burial of :he Deaa, 
Of Publike ſolemne 1 (1 | | 
Of the obſervation of 'u 6f Fablife thankſgiving. 
of Singing of Pſalm. ; 


An cAppentix zouch: nz Daye. yy Places of Publike 
Worſhip. - 65 
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= FEA Hereas an happyUnity and Oni- 
aw al formity in Religion amongst 
the Kirks of (Fr in we 4 
three Kingdoms, /united under 
one Soveraiene , hath been long and ear- 
neſtly wiſhed for by the godly and well-af- 
fetted amongst us,was propounded as amain : 
Article of the large T reaty, without which” 
Band and Bulwark no ſafe well-grounded 
and laſting Peace could be expeited > And 
afterward with®greater "IE and ma- 
turity,revived in the Solemne League and 
Covenant of the three Kingdomes , where- 
by they ſtand ſtraitly oblieged to endeavour 
_ the 


 Anof the Generall Aﬀembly | 


the neereſt Uniformity in one form of 
Church-government , Direttory of Wor- 
{hip, Confeſtion of Faith, and form of Ca- 
techifng : Which hath alſo before and 
fince our entring into that ( ovenant, been 
' the matterof many $ > 207i and Re- 
monſtrances, and ſending Commiſſioners to 
the Kings Majeſty , of Declarations to 
the Honourable Houſes of the Parliament | 
of England , andof Letters to the Reve- 
rend Aſſembly of Drvines, and others of ; 
the Miniſtery of the Kirkof England, be- 
ing alſo the end of our ſending Commiſtio- | 
Ners , as was defired from thu Kirk , with | 
Commiſſion ty treat of Uniformity in the | 
four particulars afore-mentioned , with 
ſuch Committees as ſhould be appointed by 
both houſes of the Parhament of England, 
and by the Aſſembly of Divines fitting at 
Weſtminſter : And beſide all this, it being 
19 point of conſcience the chief motive - 
| en 


for eſtabliſhing the Directorie, 
end of our adventuring upon manifold and 
great hazards, for quenching the devour- 
ing flame of the preſent unnaturall and. 
bloody War in England, though tothe 

weakning of this Kingdom within it ſelf, 

and the advantage of the enemy which hath 

invaded it, accounting nothing too dear to, 
us, ſo that this our joy be fulfilled. And now* 
this great Work being fo far advanced,that 
a Direttory for the publike Worſhip of God 
in all the three Kingdoms, being agreed up-- 
01 by the honourable Houſes of the *Parlia- 

ment of England , sfter conſultation with: 
the Divines of both Kingdoms there aſſem- 
bled,and ſent to us for our approbation,that 
being alſo agreed upon by this Kirk and 
Kingdom of Scotland , it may be in the 
name of both Kingdoms preſented to the 
Kang, for bu Royall conſent and Ratifica- 
tion; The Generall Aſſembly having moſt 
ſeriouſly conſidered, reviſedzand examined. 
B the 


A of the General] Aſſembly 


the Direftory afore-mentioned,after ſeve- 
rall publike readings of it,after much delt- 
beration , both publikely , and in private 
Committees,after full liberty given to all to 


object againſt it, and earneſt invitations of 


all who have any ſcruples abont it to _ 
known the ſame,that they might be ſatufred; 
Doth unanimouſly, and without a contrary 
Voice, Agree to,and Approve the following 
Direttory,in all the heads thereof together 
with the Preface ſet before it : And doth 
Require,Decern,and Ordain, hat accor- 
ding to the plain tenor and meaning there- 
cf,and the tatent of the Preface,it be care- 
fully and «uniformly obſerved and prattiſed 
by all the Miniſters and others within this 
Kingdom , whom it doth concern, which 
prathſe ſhall be begun, upon Intimation gi- 
yen to the ſevera!l Presbyteries , from the 


Commiſctoners of this Generall Aſſembly, 


who fhail alſo take fpecialt care for the 
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for eſtablithing the Directory. 
timeous Printing of this Direttory, that a 
Printed Copy fi be provided and kept for 
the uſe of every Kirk in thu Kingdom; 
Alſo that each Presbyterie have a Printed 
Copy thereof for their uſe, and take ſpecial 
notice of the Obſervation or negle thereof 
1n every Congregation within their bounds, 
and make known the ſame to the Provinct- 
all or General Aſſembly , as there ſhall be 
cauſe. Provided alwayes,that the Clauſe in 
the Direttory, of the Adminiftration of the 
Lords Supper, which mentioneth the Com- 
municants ſitting about the T able, or at it, 
benot interpreted, as if in the judgement of 
thu Kirk, it were indifferent, and free for 
any of the Communicants , not to come to, 
and recerve at the T able;or as if we did ap- 
prove the diſtributing of the Elements by 
the Miter to each Communicant,and not 
by the Communicants among themſelves. It 
ts alſo provided , That this {ball be no pre- 


p  Judice 


jndice to the order and prattice of this 
Kirk , in ſuch particulars as are appointed 
by the Books of Diſcipline,and Acts of (7e- 
nerall Afſemblies,and.are not otherwiſe or- 
dered and appointed in the Direftory. 
Finally, the Aſſembly doth with much joy 
and thankfulneſſe acknowledge the rich 
Bleſiing and invaluable Mercy of God, in 
bringing the ſo much wiſhed for Uniformi- 
tyin Relivion,to ſuch a happy Perwd,that 
theſe Kingdoms,once at ſo great diſtance in 
the Form of Worſhip , are now by the bleſ- 
fing of God brought to a neerer Uniformity 
_ then any other Reformed Kirks ; which i 
unto us the return of our Prayers, and a 
lightning of our Eyes , and reviving of our 
Hearts , im the midſt of our many ſorrows 
and ſufferings ; a taking away tn agreat 
meaſure,the reproach of the People of God, 
zo the ſtopping of the mouthes of Malig- 
nant and aij-aſjetted perſons, and an open- 
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for eſtabliſhing the Direorie. * fg 


ing unto us a aoor of hope , that God hath 


yet thoughts of Peace towards us, and not 


of evil, to give us an __ end : In the 
expeftation and confidence whereof we do 
rejoyce , beſeeching the Lord to preſerve 
theſe Kingdoms from Hereſres, Schiſmes, 


| Offences, Prophaneneſſe, and whatſoever 


3 contrary to ſound Dottrine,and the power 
of Godlineſſe, and to continue with us and 
_— [ny , theſe his pure 


and purged Ordinances , together with an 


increaſe of the power and life thereof , To 
1 theglory of hu great N\ ame, the enlarge- 
4 ment of the Kingdom of his Son, the corro- 
# boration of Peace and Love between the 


$ Kingdoms, the unity and comfort of all his 


People, and our edifying one another in 


L love_. 
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HE P E. 
zz. the beginning of the 


LA Mt bleſſed Reformation, our 
V1 wiſe and pious Anceſtors 
Jl MIN took care to fer forth an 
eat Order for Redreſſe of 
pt, — many things,which they, 
4 then , by the VVord diſ- 
j covered tobe Vain, Erroneous, Superſtiti- 
{ ous,and [dolatrous,in the PublikeVV orſhip 
of God. T his occaſioned many Godly and 
Learned men to rejoyce much in the Book 
of Commen-Prayer at that time ſet forth ; 
Becauſe the Maſle, and the reſt of the La- 
tine Service being removed, the Publike 
VVorſhip yvas celebrated in our owne 


Ton guek 


_ 


o " 
id 


y / 
c WW 
- 


a 


-- er ee ee ERR 


— 


* | . Tut PFaruracrs. 

Tongue ;- many of the common People 
allo received benefit by hearing the Scrip- 
tures read in their own Language , which 
formerly were unto them as a. Book that 1s 


| ſealed. 


Howbeit, long and ſad Experience hath | 


made.it manifeſt, | hatthe Leiturgie uſedin } 


the Church of England, ( notwithitanding 


all the pains and Religious intentions of the | 
Compilers of it ) hath proved an offence, | 


not onely to many of the Godly at home ; 


« but allo to the Reformed Churches abroad. 


4 ; $3 
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For, not to ſpeak of urging the Reading of 
all the Prayers, which very greatly 1acrea- | 
ſed the burden of it; the many unprofitable | 


and burdenſome Ceremomes, contained in | 


it , have occaſioned much milciief, as well 
by diſquieting the Conictences of many 
godly Miniſters and people who could not 


yeeld untothem, as by depriving them of 
the Ordinances of God , which they might 
not. 


Trae PrEracE. | 
not enjoy without conforming or Subſcri- 
bing to thoſe Ceremonies. Sundry good 
Chriſtians have been by means thereof kept 
from the Lords T able , and divers able and 
faithfull Miniſters debarred from the exer- 
ciſe of their Miniſtery (to the endangering 
of many T houland Souls, ina time of ſuch 
ſcarcity of faithfull Paſtors ) andFpoiled of 
their livehhood , to the undoing of them 
and their Families. Prelates and their Fa- 
ion have laboured to raiſe the Eſtimation 


of it to ſuch an height, as 1f there were no 


other VVorſhip, or way of VVorſhip of 


Gov amongſt us, but onely the Service- 


Book; to the great hinderance of the Prea- 


ching of the VVord, and ( in ſomeplaces, 


eſpecially of late ) to the juſtling of it out, / 


as unneceſſary; or (at beſt-) as far inferior to 
the Reading of Common-Prayer, which 


was made no better than an Idol: by many 
lenorant and Superſtitious People', who: 
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pleaſing themſelves 1n their preſence at that 
Service, and their Lip-labour in bearing a 
partin it, have thereby hardened themſelves 
1n their ignorance and careleſnefle of Saving 
knowledge and true Piette. 2 

In the mean time Papiſts boaſted , that 
the Book was a compliance with them in a 
great part of their Service, and ſo were not 
a little confirmed in their Superſtition and 
Kdolatry , expecting rather our return to 
them, than endeavouring the Reformation 
of themſelves : In which expeQation they 
were of late very much incouraged, when, 
upon the pretended warrantableneſle of im- 
poſing of the former Ceremonies, new ones 
were daily obtruded upon the Church. 

Adde hereunto( which was not foreſeen, 
but ſince hath come to paſſe ) that the Lei- 
turgie hath been a great means, as on the 
.one hand to make and increaſe an 1dle and. 
unedifying Miniſtery , which contented it 


jelf 


Tart PrxEvracs, 7""oY oY 
ſelf with ſet Forms made to their hands by 
others , without putting forth themſelves to 
exerciſe the gift of Prayer , with which our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt pleateth to furniſh all his 
Servants whom he calls to that oftice : So on 
the other ſide it hath been (and ever would 
be, if continued ) a matter of endlefle (trife 
and contention 1n the Church, and a ſnare 
both to many godly and faithfull Miniſters, 
who have been perſecuted and ſilenced up- 
on that occaſion, and to others of hopefull 
parts, many of which have been, and more 
{till would be diverted from all thoughts of 
the Miniſtery to other ſtudies ; eſpecially n 
theſe latter times, wheretn God vouchfafeth 
to his people more and better means for the 
di{covery of Error and Superſtition, and for 
attaining of knowledge in the Myſteries of 
godlineſle,and giftsin Preaching & Prayer. 

Upon theſe, and many the like weighty 
oommions , 1n reference to the. whole. 


Cz Book 


6 | Tus PrEvacs. 
Book in generall, and becauſe of divers par- 
ticulars contained 1n it ; not from any love 
to Novelty , or intention to diſparage our 
firſt Reformers(of whom we are perſwaded | 
that were they now alive, they would joyn | 
with us in this VVork, and whom we ac- | 
knowledge as Excellent Inſtruments raiſed 
by God to begin the Purging and Building 
of his Houſe, and deſire they may be had of 
us and Poſterity in everlaſting Remem- 
brance, with thankfulnefle and honour, ) 
but that we may 1n ſome meaſure anſwer the 
gracious Providence of God , which at this |: 
time calleth upon us for farther Reforma- 
tion, and may ſatisfie our own Conſciences, 
and anſwer the expectation of other Refor- | 
med Churches, and the deſires of many of 
the godly among ourſelves,and withall give 
ſome publike Teſtimony of our endeavours 
tor Unitormity in DivineV Vorſhip,which 
we have promiſed in our Solemne League 
MINCE AH. VUL OCH c 
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and Covenant : VVehave, afterearneſt 
and frequent calling upon the Name of 
God,and after much Conſultation,not with 
fleſh and blood, but with his holy V Vord, 
reſolved to lay afide the former Leiturgtie, 
with the many Rites and Ceremonies for- 
merly uſed in the V Vorſhip of God.: And 
have agreed upon this following Directory 
for all the parts of Publike V Vorſhip,at or- 
dinary.and extraordinary times. 

VV herein our care hath been to hold forth 
ſuch things as are of Divine Inſtitution in 
every Ordinance; and other things we have 
endeavoured to ſet forth according to the 
Rules of Chriſtian Prudence, agreeable to 
the generall Rules of the VVord of God : 
Our meaning therein being onely that the 
generall heads, the ſenſe and {cope of the 
Prayers and other parts of Publike V Vor- 
{hip being known to all,there maybe a con- 
ſent of all the Churches, in thoſe things | 


C 3 ' that 


_ as PREFACE. 
that contain the ſubſtance of the Service and 
VVorſhip of God ; And the Miniſters may 
be hereby directed in their Adminiſtrations 
to keep like ſoundneſſe in Doctrine and 
Prayer ; and may,itneed be,have ſome help 
and furniture : And yet fo, as they become 
not hereby flothtull and negligentin ſtirring 
up the gifts of Chriſt in them : But, that each 
one, by Meditation, by taking heed to him- 
ſelf and the Fleck of God committed to him, 
_ and by wiſe obſerving the wayes of Divine 
Providence, may be carefull to furniſh his 
heart and tongue with further, or other ma- 
terials of Prayer and Exhortation , as ſhall 
be needfull upon all occaſions. 
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DIRECTORY 


FOR 
Publike Prayer, Reading the Holy Scriptures, Singing 
of Pſalmes, Preaching of the Word, Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments; And other parts of the 
Publike Worſhip of God, Ordinary 
and Extraordinary. 
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of the A\ſembling of the Congregation , and their Bee 
haviour in the Publike Worſhip of God. 


Zz=1,Hen the Congregation is to 
AS meet for Publike Worſhip, 
Sk the people ( having before 
prepared their hearrs there= 
unto) oughtall rocome, and 
joyn therein: not abſenti 
themſelves fxom the Publike 
JAIME A | Ordinances, through negli- 
1 LR, © Aff gence, or upon preterice of 
' Private meetings. 
Let all enter the Afſembly, not irreverently, but in a 
grave and ſeemly manner, raking their ſeats or _ 
without Adoration, or Bowing chemiſelyos cOwA A 
placeor other, Tn 
The 


IQ 


Of Aſſembling the Congregation. 

The Congregation being aſſembled ; the Miniſter, 
after ſolemne calling on them to the worſhipping of the 
great name of God, is to begin with Prayer; 


In all Reverence and Humility acknow- 
ledging the incomprehenſible Greatneſſe 
and Ar ajeſty of the Lord,(Cin whoſe pre- 
ſence they do then in a ſpeciall manner ap- 
pear) and their own wileneſſe and unwor- 
thineſſe to approach ſo neer him , with their 
utter inability of themſelves to ſo great a 
Work: And humbly beſeeching him for 
Pardon, Aſviftance, and Acceptance in the 
whole Service then to be performed ; and 


for a Bleſſing on that particular portion of 


his Word thento be read : And all, in the 
Name and eM., ediation of the Lord 


Feſus Chriſt. 


The Publike Worſhip being begun, the people are 
whollyto attend upon it, forbearingto Reade any thing, 
except what the Miniſter is then reading or citing : and 
abſtaining much more from all private whiſperings, 
conferences , ſalutations, or doing reverence to any 
perſons preſent, or coming in; as alſo from all gazing, 


ſleeping, 


fleeping , and other undecent behaviour, which may 
diſturbe the. Miniſter or people , or hinder themſelves 
-or others in the ſervice of God. 

If any through neceſſity be hindred from being pre- 
ſent art the beginning , they ought not , when they 
come into the Congregation , to berake themſelves 
't0 their private Devotions , but reverently to com- 
poſe themſelves to joyne with the Aﬀembly, .inthar 
Ordinance of God which is then in hand. 
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Of Publike Reading of the holy Scriptures. 


. Eading of the Word in the Congregatian , be- 

R ing part of the publike Worſhip of God, 

( wherein wee acknowledge our dependence 

upon him, and ſubje&ion to him )) and one Means ſan- 

Rified by him for the edifying of his People, is to bee 
performed by the Paſtors and Teachers. 

Howbeir, ſuch as intend the Miniſtery, may occafio- 
-nally both read the Word, and exerciſe their gift in 
Preaching in the Congregation , if allowed by the 
Presbyterie thereunto. 

All che Canonicall Books of the Old and New Te- 
ftament , ( but none of thoſe which are commonly cal- 
led Apocrypha) ſhall be publickly read in the vulgar 
Tongue , out of the beſt allowed Tranſlation, diſtings 
ly, that all may hear and underſtand. 2 "DUi0S 

How large a portion ſhall be read at once,is left tothe 
wiſdom ofthe Miniſter : But it is convenientthar ordt- 
-narily one Chapter of cach Teſtament be read at every 
meeting ; and fometimes more, wherethe Chapters be 
ſhort, orthe coherence of matter requirerh it, 
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Of Publike Reading holy Serigturer, m7 


; Of Prayer before the Sermon. 

I is requiſite that all the Canonicall Books be read 
over in order, that the people may be better acquainted 
with the whole Body of the Scriptures : And ordinari-- 
ly, where the reading in either Teſtament endeth on 
ene Lords day , it is to begin the next. 

We commend alſo the more frequent reading of ſuch 
Scriptures, as he that readeth ſhall rhink beſt for edifica- 
tion of his Hearers, as the Book of Pſalms and ſuch like. 

When the Miniſter, who readeth,ſhall judge it nece(- 
ſary to expound any part of what is read, let it not be 
done untill the whole Chapter,or Pſalm be ended : and 
regard is.alwayes to be had untothetime , that neither 
Preaching or other Ordinance be ſtraitned , or rendred 
redions. Which-Rule is tobe obſerved in all other pu>- 
like performances. 

Beſide Publike Reacing of the-Holy Scriptures, eve- 
ry perſon that can read, 1s to be exhorted to read the 
Scriptures privately ( and all others that cannot read , «if 
not diſabled by age , or otherwiſe , are likewiſe to be 
exhortred to learn to read ) and to have a Bible. 
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of Publike Prayer before the Sermon. 


& Frer Reading of the Word ( and ſinging of the 
AA Plane )the Miniſter who is to preach., 1s to en- 

- Adeavour to get his own:, and his Hearers hearts 
ro be rightly affected with their Sinnes , that they may 
al-mourn in ſenſe thereof before the Lord, and hunger 
and.thirſt after the grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt , by 
procecding to a more full Confeſſion of Sinne, with 
ſhame and holy confuſion. of facez and to Call upon 
the Lord to this effects, - 


Of Prayer before the Sermon. 
To acknowledge our preat finfulnzſſe 
Firſt,by yy of Originall ſn,which( be- 
ſide the guilt that makes us hable to ever: 
laſting Damnation) us the ſeed of all other 
fins, hath depraved and poyſoned all the 
faculties and prom of Soul and Body, 
doth defile-our beſt Attong , and ( were it 
not reſlrained , or our hearts renewed by 
Grace) would break forth into innumera- 
le tran Greens, and greateſt rebellions 


againſt the Lord , that ever were commit- 


ted by the vileſt of the ſons of Men. eAnd, 


next,by reaſon of Attuall ſmns,0ur own ins, 


the ſins of Magiſtrates, of Miniſters, and 


of the whole Nation , unto which we are 


many wayes acceſſory : Which fins of ours 


recerve many fearfull aggravations , we 


havin broken all the Commandments of 


the bb, juſt, and good Law of God, doing 
that which 1s forbidden, and leaving un- 
done what ts enjoyned ; and that not onely 
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Of Prayer beforethe Sermon. 
out of Þpnorance and Infirmity , but alſs 
more preſumptuouſly Go pi the light of 
our Minds, checks of our Conſciences, and 
motiors of his at Holy Spirit to the con- 
trary, ſo that we have no cloak for our fins, 
Yea, not onely deſþiſing the riches of Gods 

wodneſſe, forbegrance,and long-ſuffering, 
Jus ſtanding out againſt many lnvitations 
ant offers of grace in the Goſpel, - not en- 
deavouring as we ought to recerve Chriſt 
into our hearts by Faith, or to walk worthy 
of: him in our lives. 

To bewail our blinaneſſe of minde,hard- 
neſſeof heart, unbelief, impenitency, ſecu- 
rity, lukew armneſſe, barrenneſſe, our not 
endeavouring after mortification and new- 
neſſe of life ; nor after the exerciſe of god- 
lineſſe tn the power thereof ; and that the 


beſt of us have not ſo fledfaftly walked with 
a kept-our garments ſo un ſounſpotted, nor 


een ” zealous f bu glory, and the good of 


others; . 


others , as we ought : And to monrn-over 
ſuch other ſins as the Congregation s parti- 
cularly guilty of ; notwithſtanding £ ma- 
mfold and great eMercies of our God, 
the Love of Chriſt, the Light of the Go- 
ſpel,, and Reformation of Religion , our 
own purpoſes., promiſes , vows , ſolemne 
Covenant, and other ſpeciall obligations 
to the contrary. | 1 
Toacknowledze and confeſſe , that , as: Co fo 

we are convinced of our guilt, ſo, outof a 
deep ſenſe thereof, we judge our ſelves un- 
worthy of the ſmalleſt benefits, moſt worthy 
of Gods fierceſt wrath,and of all the Curſes _— 
of the Law, and heavieſt Fudgements m- 
fliled upon the moſt rebellious Sinners, and. 
that he might moſt juſtly take his King- 
dom and Goſpel from us , plague us with: 
all ſortv-of ſprrituall and temporall Fudge- 
ments.1n this life, and after caſt ws intout- 
ter Darkneſſe , in the Lake that burneth: 
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T7 ver before the dermon. 


with fire and brimſtone , where 5 weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth for evermore_. 
Bl Neotnithſtanding all which, Todraw 
neer tothe T hrone of Grace , encouraging 
our ſelves with hope Fd a gractous Anſwer 
of our Prayers, m the riches and all-Juf- 
ficiency of that onely one oblation , the ſa- 
tf attion and interceſſion of the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, at the right hand of hs Father, and 
our Father , and, in confidence of the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes of 
mercy and grace in the new Covenant, 
through the ſame M ediator thereof, to 
 deprecate the heavy wrath and curſe of 
© Govp, whichwe arenot able to avoid, or 


bear , and humbly, and earneſtly to ſuppli- 


| _ cate for mercy in the free and full remiſcion” 
of all our ſins , and that onely for the bitter 
Jufferings and precious merits of that our 


onely $ nor fur Christ. £ 
T hat the ord would vouchſafe to ſhed 


abroad 


Oo Prayer before the $ Row. 
abroad 73 love in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt , ſeal unto us by the ſame Spirit of 
Adoption, the full aſſurance of our Pardon 


and "Reconciliation ; comfort all that 
mourn 1n cn — peace to the wound- 
ed and troubled ſpirit , and binde up the 
"broken hearted : And as for ſecure and 
preſumptuous ſinners, that he would open 
their eyes, convince their Conſciences, and 
turn them from darkneſſe unto light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they alſo may recerve forgrveneſſe of ſin, 
and an inheritance among them that are 
fanitified by faith in Chriſt Teſus. 

With remiſton of fins through the blood 
of Chrift , Topray for ſanftlification by his _ 
Spirit; the Mortification of fin dwelling 
in, and many times tyrannizing over us,the: 
quickning of our dead ſpirits with the life 
of God in Chriſt , grace to fit and inable us 
for all duties of converſation and calings 
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13 Of Prayer before the Sermon. 
towards God and men , ſtrength againſt. 
| _— , the Fray nd, 
and croſſes, and perſeverance in Faith and 

| obedience unto the end. 

> \-1-31: To pray for the Propagation of the 

= Goſpel and Kingdom of Chriſt to all Na- 

tions , for the converſion of the Fews , the 
fulneſſe of the Gentiles , the fall of Anti- 
chriſt, and the haſtening of the ſecond 
coming of our Lord ; For the deliverance 
of the diſtreſſed Churches abroad from the 
tyrannie of the Antichriſlian fattion, and 
from the cruel[ oppreſions and blaſphemies 
of the Turk; For the bleſiing of God up- 
on all the Reformed Churches , eſpecially 
upon the (hurches and Kingdomes of 
Scotland , England, and Ireland ,/ now 
more ſtrittly and religiouſly united m the 
folemne National League and Covenant,/ 
and for our Plantations in the remote 
parts of the World : more particularly for 
that 


Of Prayer before the Sermon. 
that Church and Kingdom whereof we are 
eM embers, that therein (70d would eſta: 
bliſh Peace and Truth,the purity of all his 
Ordinances, and ay ay; ram as 
prevent and remove hereſie, ſchiſme, pro- 
phaneneſſe,ſuperſtition, ſecurity , and un- 
fruitfulneſſe under the means of Grace, 
heal all our rents and diviſions , | and 
preſerve us from breach of our ſolemne 
( ovenant/ 

To pray for allin Authority , eſpecially 
for the Kings «Majeitie>, that Go 
would make him rich in Bleſungs , both in 
hu Perſon and Government ; eſtabliſh hus 
Throne in Religion and Reghreoufneſe, 
Jave him from eyil Counſell , and make 
him a bleſſed and glorious Inſtrument for 
the Conſervation and Propagation of the 


Goſpel, for the encouragement and pro- 


tection of them that do well, the terrour 0 
all that do evil , and the Payee ar 


E whole 


Of Prayer before the Sermon. 
whole Church, and of all hu Kingdomes , 
For theiconverſion ofthe Queen , the reli- 
gious education off the Prince, and the 
reſt of the Royall ſeed; /For the comfort- 
ing of the afflitted Queen of Bohemia_, 
fiſter to our Soveraign, and for the reflitu- 
tion and eſtabliſhment of the illuftrious 
Prince Charles, Elettor Palatine of the 
Rhime-, to all hy'Domintons and Dignt- 
ties: For a bleſſing upon the high Court of 
Parliament, (when ſitting in any of theſe 
Kingdomes reſpetroely ) the Nobility, 
the ſubordinate Fudges and Magiſtrates, 
the Gentry and all the Commonalty ; For 
all Paſtors and Teachers, that God would 
fill them with his Spirit, make them exem- 
plarily holy, ſober, juſt, peaceable , and 
gracious in their lives; ſound , faithful, 
and powerfull in their Mmiſtery, and fol- 
low all their labours with abundance of 
fircceſſe and bleſiing ; and giuennto all hs 
2 wi people: 


Of Prayer before the Sermon. wx 
people Paſtors according.to his own heart ; 
For the Univerſities, and all Schools and 
Religions ſeminaries of Chnrch and Com- 
mon-wealth , that they may flouriſh more 
and more in Learning and Piety ; For the 
particular City or Congregation , that God 
would ponre ont a bleſsing upon the Mint- 
ftery of the Word, Sacraments and Diſci- 
pline, upon the Cruill Government, and all 
the [everall Families — therem , 
For mercy to the afflicted , under any in- 
ward or outward diſtreſſe ; For ſeaſonable 
weather and fruitfull ſeaſons , as the time 
may require ; For averting the Tudge- 
- ments that we either feel or fear, or are li- 
able nnto, as famine, peſtilence, the ſword, 
and ſuch like-. 
eAnd , with confidence of hy mercy to 
h1s whole Church,and the acceptance of our 
perſons, through the merits and mediation 


of our great High Prieſt the Lord Feſus, 
| ; EZ 2 To 


” 23 Of Prayer before the Sermon. 
To profeſſe that it is the deſire of our ſouls 
to have Pry wih God in the reverent 
and conſcionable uſe of his holy Ordinan- 
ces; and, to that purpoſe to pray earneftly 

for his grace and effettuall aſsiſtance to the 
fanttification of his holySabbath,the Lords 
day, in all the duties thereof , publike and 


private, both to our ſelves, and to all other 
Congregations of his people ; according to 
the riches and excellency of the Goſpellthis 
daicelebrated and enjoyed. pe S 
 eAnd, becauſe we have been unprofita- 


ble hearers in times paſt, and now cannot of 
our ſelves receive as we ſhould , the deep 


things of rod , the « Myſteries of Felus © 
FAT require chiral Fel 
T o pray that the Lora who teacheth to pro- 
fit, would graciouſly pleaſe to poure out the 
Spirtt of (Grace, together oith, the outward 
means thereof , cauſing us to attain ſuch a 


meaſure of the excellency of the knowledge 
i of 


Of Prayer before the Sermon. 
of Chriſt Feſus our Lord, and in him, of the 
things which*belong to our peace , that we 
may account all things but as droſſe in com- 
pariſon of him : eAnd that we, taſting the 
firſt fruits of the glory that us to be revea- 
led, may long for a more full and perfett 


communion with him , that where he 1, we © 


may be alſo, and enjoy the fulneſſe of thoſe 
joyes and pleaſures which are at bis right 


_y eVermore —. 
ore particularly, that God would in 


ſpeciall manner furniſh hu Servant ( now 


called to diſpence the Bread of Life unto 


bi houſhold ) with wiſdom, fidelity, zeal, 


and utterance,that he may divide the]Ward 
of God aright , to every one his portion, in 
evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit 
and Power , And that the Lord would cir- 


cumciſe the ears and hearts'of the Hearers; 


to hear,lave,and receive with meekneſſe the 
ingrafted Word, which is able to [ave their 
= _ E3 a 
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Of the Preachivg of the Word. 

fouls, make them as good ground to receive 
im the good ſeed of the Word', and ſtreng- 
then them againſt the temptations of Sa- 
tan, the cares oh World,the bardneſſe of 
their own hearts, and whatſoever elſe may 
hinder their profitable and ſaving. hear- 
ing:that ſo Chriſt may be ſo formed an them, 
and live in them—, that all their thoughts 
may be brought into captivity to the obeat- 
ence of Chriſt, and(theiy hearts eftabliſhed 
in every good word and work for ever. 

We judge this to be a convenient Order, in the ordi- 
nary Publike Prayers; yet ſo, as the Miniſter may de- 
ferre ( asin prudence he ſhall think meet ) ſome part of 
theſe Petitions, till after his Sermon, or offer up tro God 


ſome of the Thankſgivings hereafter appointed , in his 
Prayer before his Sermon. 
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2 of the Preaching of the Word. 
Reaching of the Word, being the power of God 
P unto Salvation , and one of the greateſt and moſt 
excellent Works belonging to the Miniſtery of 
the Goſpel, ſhould be ſo performed, that the Workman 
need not be aſhamed , but may ſave himſelf, and thoſe 
that.hear him. - | 
It 


Of the Preaching of the Word.. 


It is prefuppoſed (according to the Rules. for Ordi- 


nation )' that the Miniſter of Chriſt is in ſome good 


meaſure gifted for ſo weighty a. ſervice, by his skill in 
the Originall Languages , and in-fuch Arts and'Sciences 
as are handmaids unto Divinitie,, by his knowledge in 
the whole Body of Theologie-,. but moſt of all in the 
holy Scriptures, having his ſenſes and' heartexerciſed 
in them ab>ve the common ſort of Beleevers, and by 
the illumination of Gods Spirit, and other gifts of edift- 
cation, which ( togerher with reading. and: ſtudying of 
the Word) he ought ſtiH to ſeek by: Prayer , and an 
. humble heart, reſolving to admit and:receive any-rruth 
not yet attained , whenever God ſhall make it known 
unto him. All which he is ro make uſe of, and improve,. 
in his private Preparations, before he deliver in pub- 
like what he hath provided. | 

Ordinarily, the ſubje& of his Sermon is to be ſome 
Text of Scripture, holding forth ſome principle or head: 
of Religion , or ſuitable to ſome ſpeciall occaſion emer- 
gent; orhe-may go on in ſome Chapter, Pſalme, or 
Book ofthe holy Scripture, as he ſhall ſee fit, 

+ Letthe Introduction to his Text be brief and perſpi- 
cuous, drawn from the Text it ſelf, or context, or ſome 
parallel place,or genera} fentence of Scripture. 

If the Text be long (asin Hiſtories and Parahles it 
ſometimes muſt be ) let him givea brief ſumme of it z. 
i ſhort, a Paraphraſe thereof, if need be :- In both, look- 
ing diligently to the ſcope of the Text, and pointing at 
the chiet heads and grounds of Doctrine, which he is to. 
raiſe from it. | 

In Analyfing and dividing his Text, he is to regard: 
more the orderof matter., then.of words z; and neither. 
x | 0, 
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4 26 : .Of the Preaching of the Word. 


to burden the memory of the hearers in the beginning 
with too many members of Diviſion , nor to trouble 
their mindes with obſcure terms of Art. 

In raiſing Doctrines from the Text, his care ought to 
be, Firlt;that the matter be the truth of God. Second- - 
ly.that it be a truth contained in, or grounded on that 
Text, that the hearers may diſcern how God reacheth 
it from thence. Thirdly , that he chiefly inſiſt upon 
thoſe Doctrines which are principally intended , and 
make moſt for the edification of the hearers. 

The Dodtrine is to be expreſled in plain termes , or 
ifany thing init need explication, 1s to be opened, and 
the conſequence alſo from the Text-cleared. The paral- 
lel places of Scripture confirming the Doctrine are ra- 
therto be plain and pertinent, then many , and ( if need 
be) ſomewhar inſiſted upon , and applyed ro the pur- 
poſe in hand. 

The Arguments or Reaſons are to beſolid, and, as 
much as may be, convincing. The illuſtrations, of what 
kindeſoever, oughtro be full of light , and ſuch as may 
convey the truth into the Hearers heart with ſpirituall 
delight. | | 

If any Doubt , obvious from Scripture, Reaſon, or 
Prejudice of the Hearers, ſeem to ariſe , it is very requi- 
ſite to remove it , by reconciling the ſceming differen- 
ces, an{wering the reaſons , and diſcovering and taking 
away the cauſcs of prejudice and miſtake. Otherwile, 
it is not fit to detain the hearers with propounding or 
anſwering vain or wicked Cavils , which as they are 
endleſſe , ſothe propounding and anſwering of them 
doth more hinder then promote edification. 

He is not to reſt in generall Do&trine , although ne- 

ver 


Of the Preaching of the Word. 


yer ſo much cleared-:and confirmed ; but tobring it 
home to ſpeciall Ulſe'y by! application: rohis hearers : 
Which albeit it prove a work of great difficulty to 
himſelf, requiring much prudence, zeal, and medita- 
tion , andto the naturall and corrupt man will be very 
unpleaſant ; yet he isto endeavourto' perform iein ſuch 
a manner that his Auditors may fecle the' Word' of 
God to be quick and powerfull , and adiſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart ; and that if any 
unbeleever or ignorant perſon be preſent, he may have 
he ſecrets of his heart made manifeſt, and give gloryto 
God. 32d 
In the Uſe of Inſtruction or Information in the 
knowledge of ſome truth, which 15 a conſequence from 
his Do&rine, he may (when convenient) confirm itby 


a few firm Arguments from the Text in hand, and 


other places of Scripture, or from thenature of that 
Common place in Divinity , whereof that triith is a 
branch. | 
In Confutation of falſe Do&rines , he is neither to 
raiſe an old Hereſte from the grave, nor to mention a 


blaſphemous opinion unneceſlarily : but if the people 


bein danger of an Errour , he is to confure it ſoundly, 
and endeavour to fatisfietheir judgements and conl{ci- 
ences againſt all objeQions. 

In Exhorting to Duties, he is, as he ſeeth cauſe, to 
reach alſo the meanes that help to the performance of 
them. m—_—_ 

In Dehonation , Reprehenfion, and publike Ad- 
monition ( which require ſpeciall wiſdom) let him, as 
| "there ſhall be cauſe, not only diſcover the natureand 

:greatneſle of the fin , with the miſery attending it, _ 
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alſo hew the danger his hearers ate into be overtaken 
and ſurprized by it, t9gether' with the Remedies and. 
beſt way toavoyd it. 
_ In applying Confort' , whether generall againſt all 
teatations ,, or particular againſt ſome fſpeciall troubles 
orterrors, he is carefully co anfwer {uct objeRions, asa 
troubled heart and afflicted fpirit may ſuggeſt ro rhe 
contrary. | 

It is alſo ſometimes requiſite to give {ome Notes of 
tryall ( which is very profitable, eſpecially when per- 
farmed by able and experienced Mimifters, with circum- 
{peCtion and prudence, and the Signes cleerly grounded 
oathe holy Scriptyre)wherebythe Hearers may be able 
toexamine themſelves, wherherthey haveattained thoſe 
Graces., and perforined thoſe duiesro which he Ex- 
horterh,or be guilry of the fin Repehended, and in dan- 


. ger of the Judgements Threatned, orare ſuchto whom 


the Conſolations propounded dou.belong ,, that accor- 
dingly they may be quicknedand excited to Duty, hum- 
bled for their Wants afd Sins, affected with ther Dan- 
ger, and ſtrengthned with Comfort , as their condition 
upon examination ſhall require. 

And, as he needeth nor alwayes to proſecute every 
PoGdrine which lies in his Text,fo is he wiſely to make 
choice of ſuch Uſes, as,vy his reftdence and converſing 
with his flock, he findeth moſt needfull and ſeaſonable : 
and, amongſtiheſe, ſuch as may moſt draw their ſouls 
to Chriſt,the fountain of light, hulineſſe and comfort. 

This Methpd 1s not prefcribedas neceſlary for every 
man,or upon every Text; butonly recommended;as be- 
ing found by expetience to be very much bleſſed of 
God, and very helpfull for the peoples: underſtandings. 
and, memories. . 10 Burt. 


be, isto perform his whole Miniſtery , 


x1- Painfully, not doingthe work of the Lord negli- 


ently, 
p \.Plainly,charthe meaneſt may underſtand,delivering 
the truth,not in the entifing words of mans wifdom,bur 
in demonſtration of the Spirit and of power , left the 
Crofle of Chriſt ſhould be made of none effeRt: abſtain- 
ing alſo froman unprofitable uſe of unknown Tongues, 
ſtrange phraſes, and cadences of ſounds and words, ſpa- 
ringly citing ſentences of Eccleſiaſtical,or other humane 
Writers, ancient or moderne, be theyinever ſo elegant. 

;\ Faithfully,looking at the honour of Chriſt,the con- 
verſion,edification and ſalvation of the people,notar his 
own gain or glory : keeping nothing back which may 
promote thoſe holy ends, giving to everyone his own 
portion,and bearing indifferent reſpe& unto all,withour 
negleing the meaneſt, or ſparing the greateſt in their 
linnes. - | 
4. Wiſely, framing all his Dodrines, Exhortations, 
and eſpecially his Reproots,in ſuch a manner as may be 
molt likely to prevaile » ſhewiog all due reſpec ro cach 
mans perſon and place ,.and not mixing his own paſſi- 
on or bitterneſle. 

5. Gravely,as becometh rhe Word of God, ſhunning 
| all ſuch geſture, voice and expreſſions, as may occaſion 
the corruptions of men to deſpiſe him and his Miniſtry. 

6. With loving afte@tion.rthat the People may ſeeall 
coming from his godly zeal, and hearty defire to'do 
them good. And ; | 

7. As taught of God,and perſwadedin his own heart, 
that all that hereacheth;is the truth of Chriſt; 8 walking 
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But the Servant. of Chriſt; whit (everkis Method 


F 2 before 
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"Of Prager after the Sermon. 
before his flock as an example to themiin it, earneſtly, 


both in private and publike , recommending his labours 
ro the bleſſing of God , and watchfully looking to him- 


ſelf and the flock whereof the Lord hath made him 


overſeer; So ſhall: the Doctrine of Truth be preſerved 
uncorrupt, many ſouls converted and built up, and him- 
ſelf receive manifold comforgs of his labours , even in 
this life, and afterward the Crown of Glory laid up tor 
him in the world to come. 

Where there are: more Miniſters in a Congregation 
than one, and they of different gifts, cach may more 


eſpecially apply himſelf ro DoRrine or Exhortation, ac- 


cording to the gift wherein he moſt excelleth , and as 
they ſhall agree between themſelves. 
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of Prayer after the Sermon. 


He Sermon being ended , the Miniſter is; 
To give thanks for the great Love 
of God in ſending bus Son Feſus Chriſt unto 
us; For the communication of his Holy 


_ Spirit, For the light and liberty of the glo- 


rious Goſpel, and the rich and heavenly 
Bleſungs revealed therein ; as namely, 
Elethion,Vocation, Adoption, Fuſtification, 
San#tification, and hope of Glory ; For the 


admi- 


S 


Of Prayer after the Sermon. 
admirable goodneſſe of Godin freeing the 
Land from o WAR Darkneſſs and 
Tyrann ,con/of all other Nationall De- 
liverances , For the Reformation of Reli- 

gion ; [ For the Covenant {| and for many 
. temporall Bleſangs. 

' Yo pray for the continuance of the - 
ſpelt, and all Ordinances thereof , in their 
purity,power and liberty |Toturn the chief 
and moſt uſefull heads of the Sermon into 
= Petitions, and to pray that it may 
abide in the heart and bring forth fruit] 

T o pray for preparation for Death,and 
Fudgement,and a watching for the comimg 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt.T o intreat of = 
the forgiveneſſe of the iniquities of our holy 
things,and the acceptation of our ſpiritual 
ſacrifice, through the merit and mediation 


of our great High-Prieſt and Saviour the 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
. And becauſerhe Prayer which Chriſt taught bjs Diſ- 


ciples, is not onely a'Patern of Prayer, bur it ſelfa moſt 
Fo (F 3 compre- 


19 


Of Baptiſme. 
comprehenſive Prayer, we recommend it alſoto be uſed 
1n the Prayers of the Church, | | 

And whereas,atthe Adminiſtration ofthe Sacraments, 
the holding Publike Faſts and dayes of Thankſgiving, 
and other ſpeciall occaſions, which may afford matterof 
ſpeciall Petitions and Thankſgiyings ; Ir is requiſite to 
expreſle ſomewhat in our Publike Prayers ( as at this 
time it is our duty to pray fora blefling upon the Aſlem- 
bly of Divines, the Armies by Sea and Land, for the de- 
fence of the King, Parliament , and —_— ) Every 
Miniſter is.herein to apply himſelt in his Prayer, before 
or after his Sermon,to thoſe occaſions ; but for the man- 
ner, heis left to his liberty, as God ſhall direct and inable 
him, in piety and wiſdom to diſcharge his duty. 

The Prayer ended, ler.a Pſalme be ſung, it with con- 
veniencie it may be done. After which ( unlefle ſome 
other Ordinance of Chriſt that concerneth the Congre- 
gation at that time beto follow) let the Miniſter diſmifſe 
the Congregation with a ſolemne Bleſſing. 


$EPPPEPECHT POPE GHIGIECE GEICO EIGCEY 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF 


THe SACRAMENT S.: 
And firſt, 
Of Baptiſme_>. 
Bo. , As it is not unneceſſarily to be delayed, 


ſo, 1s it not to be adminiſtred in any caſe by any 
private perſon , but by a Miniſter of Chriſt, cal- 

led to be the Steward of the Myſteries of God. 
Nor 1s it to þe adminiſtred in private places , or 
privately, 


' Of Baptiſme. 
privately , but in the place of Publike Worſhip, «nd in 
the face of the Congregation , where the people may 
moſt conveniently fee and hear and not in the places 
where Fonts in the time of Popety were unfitly and ſu- 
perſtitiouſly placed. 

The Childe to be Baptized , after notice given to the 
Miniſter the day before,is to de preſented by the Father, 
or ( in caſe of his neceſſary abſence ) by ſome Chriſtian 
friend in his place , profeſhing his earneſt deſire that the 
Childe may be Bapriſed. 

Before Baptiſme , the Miniſter is to uſe ſome words 
of Inftruction, touching the Inſtitution , Nature , Uſe, 
and ends of this Sacrament : Shewing, 


That it is Inſlituted by our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt : That it s a Seal of the Covenant 
of 5 ar of our Ingrafting into ( brift, 
of our Union with him, of Remiſſion 


of Sims, Ts Yi = , eAdoption , and 


Life eternall : That the water in Bap- 
tiſme, repreſenteth and figmfteth , both 
the Blood of Chriſt which taketh away all 
guilt of Sin, Originall and Atuall, and 
the ſantifying vertne of the Spirit of Chriſt 
againſt the Dominion of Sin, and the cor- 
ruption of onr finfull Nature: That Bap- 

EE tizing,, 
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Of Baptiſme. 
tizing , or ſprinckling and waſhing with 
water ſromficth the cleanſing from fin by 
the Blood, and for the Merit of Chriſt, to- 


gether with the Mortification of ſm , and 


O 

riſing from fin to Newneſſe of life, by 
ring fe Oe Denk rae of 
Chriſt : That the Promiſe 1s made to Be- 
levers and their ſeed, and that the ſeed 
and poſterity of the faithful, born within 
the Church, have by their birth, intereſt in 
the Covenant , and right to the Seal of it, 
and to the outward Priviledges of the 


Church, under the Goſpel, 20 leſſe then thes 


Children of Abraham in the time of the 


Of Baptiſme. 


by theirB aptiſme are bound to fight againſt 
the Devil,the World and the Fln * That 
they are ( briſtians, and federally holy be- 
fore Baptiſme , and therefore are they 
| Baptized : That the inward Grace and 
vertue of Baptiſme 1s not tied to that very 
moment of time wherein it is adminiſtred, 
and that the fruit and power thereof 
reacheth to the whole courſe of our life . 
and that outward Baptiſme is not ſo neceſ- 
ſary, that through the want thereof the In- 
fant ts in danger of Damnation,or the Pa- 
rents guilty , if they do not contemne or 


eelect the Ordinance of Chriſt when and 


where it may be had. 


G In 
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That children by Baptiſme are ſolemnely 
received into the boſome of the viſible 
Church, diſtinguiſhed from the world, and 
them that are without , and united with 
Beleevers , and that all who are Baptized _ 


in the Name of Chriſt, do renounce, and 


"26 PER Of Baptiſme. 
- In theſe or the like InſtruQions,. the Miniſter is to uſe 
his own liberty,. and godly wifdome, as the Ignorance 


or Erroursin the Doctrine of Bapriſme, and the Edifica- 
tion of the people ſhall require. 


. Heis alſo to admoniſh all that are preſent; 

T 0 look back to their Baptiſme , to re- 
pent of their fins againſt their Covenant 
with God , to flirre up their Faith , toim- 
prove and make the right uſe of their 
Baptiſme ; and of the (ſovenant ſealed 
thereby betwixt God and their ſouls. 

He ts to exhort the Parent | | 

T o conſider the great mercy of God to him 
and his childe;T o bring up the childe in the 
knowledge of the grounds of the Chriſtian 
Religion,C in the nurture > admonition 
of the Lord , And to let him know the dan- 
ger of Gods wrath to himſelf and childe, if 
he be negligent : Requiring his ſolemne 
promiſe for the performance of hu duty. 


This being done, Prayer is alſo to be joyned with the 
. wordof Inſtitution,for ſanRifying the water to this ſpiri- 
eval uſe,8& the Miniſter is to pray tothis or the like effez 


| That 


- 


Of Baptiſme. 
T hat the Lord who hath not left us as 
ſtrangers without the Covenant of Pro- 
miſe, but called us to the priviledges of his 
Ordinances, would gractouſly vouchſafe to 
ſan#ifie and bleſſe his own Ordinance 0 
Baptiſme at this time: T bat he would joyn 
the inward Baptiſme of bu Spirit with the 
outward Baptiſme of Water ; make thu 
Bapriſme tothe Infant a Seal of Adoption, 
Remiſ$ion of Sin,Regeneration,and Eter- 
nall Life, and of all other Promiſes of the 
Covenant of Grace : T hat the Childe may 
be planted into the hkeneſſe of the Death 
and Reſurrettion of ( briſt ; and that the 
body of {in being deſtroyed in him , he may 
ſerve God in newneſſe of hfe all bis dayes. 
Then the Miniſter is to demand the Name of the 


Childe, which being told him, he is to ſay (calling the 
Childe by his Name ) 
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IB tize thee in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, She Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


G 2 As 


ry; Of Baptiſme. 
As he pronounceththeſe words , he is to Baptize the 

Childe with water : which, for the manner of doing it, 
is not onely lawiull, bur ſufficient and molt expedient to 
be, by pouring or ſprinkling of the water on the face of 
the Childe, without adding any other Ceremony. 

This done, he is to give thanks and pray , to this or 
the like purpoſe 


eA cknowledoing with all thankeful- 
neſſe , that the Lord i true and faith- 
full in keeping Covenant and eM ercy ; 
That he is good and gracious , not onely 
in that he numbreth us among his Saints, 
but 1s pleaſed alſo to beſtow upon our chil- 
dren this ſingular token and badge of his 
love in (briſt : That in hs trueth and 
ſpeciall providence, he daily bringeth ſome 
anto the boſome of his Church , to be 
partakers of his ineſtimatle benefits , pur- 
chaſed by the Blood of his - dear Sonne, 
for the continuance and increaſe of his 
Church. i 

eAnd praying , T hat the Lord would 


. C 
flill continue , and daily confirm more and 
more 


Of Baptiſme. © ” 
more this bis unſpeakable favour : T hat 
he would receive the Infant now Bapti- 
zed, and ſolemnly entred into the houſ- 
hold of Faith , into his Fatherly tuition 
and defence , and remember him with the 


favour that he ſheweth to his people , T hat 


if he ſhall be taken out of this life in by 


Infancie , the Lord, whourich m mercy, 
would be pleaſed to receive him up into 
glory; and if he live, and attain the yeers 
of diſcretion , that the Lord would jo 
teach him by bis Word and Spirit, and 
make his Baptiſme effettualt to him, and 
fo uphold him by his Divine power and 


grace,that by Faith he may prevail againſt. 


the devil, the world, and the fleſh, till in 
the end he obtain a full and finall vittory, 
and fo be kept by the power of God through 
Faith unto ſalvation, en ec Chriſt. 
our Lord. 


"; bye » ©, 
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G3 Ot 


i 


Fo 


Of the Lords Supper. 
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Of the celebration of the Communion, 
Or. SACRAMENT of 


'Tyumr LorDs Surrszgx. 


He Communion , or Supper of the Lord is fre- 
| quently to be celebrated: but how ofren, may be 


. conſidered and determined by the Miniſters and 
other Church- Governours of each Congregation, as 
they ſhall finde moſt convenient forthe comfort and edi- 
fication of the people commutred to their charge. And 
when it ſhall be adminiſtred , we judge it convenient tro 
be done after the morning Sermon. 

The Ignorant and the Scandalous are not fit to receive 
this Sacrament of the Lords Supper. | 

Where this Sacrament cannot with conveniencie be 
frequently adminiſtred, it is requiſite that publike warn- 
ing be given the Sabbath day before the adminiſtration 
thereof: and that either then, or on ſome day of that 
week, ſomething concerning that Ordinance,and the due 
preparation thereunto, and participation thereof be 
caughr, thar by the diligent uſe of all means ſanRified of 
God tothat end, both in publike and private, all may 
come better prepared to that heavenly Feaſt. 

| Whenthe day is come for adminiſtration , the Mini- 

ſter having ended his Sermon and Prayer, ſhall makea 
ſhort Exhortation, 


Expreſving the ineſtimable benefit we 
have by this Sacrament ; together with the 
| ends 


Of the Lords Supper. 

ends and uſe thereof : fetting forth the 
great neceſty of having our comforts and 
ſtrength renewed thereby mn this our pilgri- 
mage and warfars: Hew neceſſary it is 
that we come unto it with Knowledge, 
Faith, Repentance, Love, and with hun- 
gring and thirſting fouls after Chriſt and 
his benefits : How great the danger, to eat 
and drink unworthily. 


on the one part, to warn all ſuch as are 1g- 
norant, Scandalous, Profane, or that live 
in any ſm or offence againſt their knowledge 
or conſcience,that they preſume not to come 
to that holy T able , ſhewing them, That 
he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh judgement unto him- 
ſelf : eAnd on the other part, he tin 
eſpeciall manner to. mite and enconrage 
all that labour under:the ſenſe of the bur- 

den of their [ms,and fear of wrath,and de- 
Yd... fire 


Next, be is, inthe Name of Griſt 


hh. s 


Of the Lords Supper. 
fire to reach out unto a greater progreſſe in 
Grace then yet they can attain unto,to come 


to the Lords T able ; aſſuring them , in the 
ſame Name_ , of eaſe, refreſhing and 


ſtrength to their weak and wearied fouls. 


After this Exhortation, Warning, and Invitation, the 
Table being before decently covered, and ſo conveni- 
ently placed , that the Communicants may orderly fit 
about it, or at it, The Miniſter is to begin the aggon with 
ſanRitying and bleſſing the elements of Bread and Wine 
ſer before him (the Bread in comely and convenient veſ- 
ſels, ſo prepared, that being broken by him, and given, 
it may be diſtributed amongſt the Communicants: The 
Wine alſo in large Cups, ) having firſt ina few words 
ſhewed , That thoſe elements, otherwiſe common, are 
now ſet apatt and ſandified to this holy uſe, by the word 
of Inſtitution and Prayer. 

L.ct the words of Inſtitution be read out of the Evan- 
oeliſts, or out of the firſt Epiſtle of the Apoſtle Paul ro 
the Corinthians, Chap.rt. verſe 23. Thave received o 
the Lord, &c. tothe 27. verſe, which the Miniſter may, 
when he [eeth requiſite, explain and apply. 

- Let the Prayer, Thankſgiving , or Bleſſing of the 
Bread and Wine, beto this effe@ ; 


WW Ith bumble and hearty acknowledge- 
' ment of the greatneſſe of our miſery, 
from which neither man nor «Angel was 


able. 


Of the Lords Sapper. 
able to deliver us, and of our great auwor- 
thineſſe of the leaſt of all Gods mercies, To 


give thanks to God for all by benefits, 
and eſpecially for that great benefit of our 


Redemption , the love of God the Fa- 
ther, the ſufferings and merits of the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt the Son of God, by which we 
are dglivered; and for all means of Grace, 
the Word and Sacraments, and for thu 
Sacrament in particular , by which Chriſt 
and all his benefits are applied and ſealed 
up unto us, which, notwithſtanding the de- 
nll of them unto others, are in great mer- 
cy continued unto uz,after ſo much and long 
abuſe of them all. 

To profeſſe that there 1s no other name 
under Heaven, by which we can be ſaved, 
 butthe Name f eſus Chriſt , by whom 

alone we recerve liberty and hfe, have ac- 
 ceſſe to the T hrone of Grace, are admitted 

toeat.and drink at his own Table, . and 


H are 


Of the Lords Supper. 
are ſealed up by hu - rote: afſur ance 
of happineſſe and everlaſting hife. Þ. 

. Earneſtlyto pray to (god, the Father of 
ellmercies, and 'Godof all conſolation, to 
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wvouchſafe bus gracious preſence,and the ef- 
feftuall working of h1s Spirit tn us,and ſo to 
fanttifie theſe Elements both of Bread and 
Wine,and to bleſſe his own OrdinancE, that 
we may receive by Faith the Body and 
Blood of Fejus Chriſt crucified for ns,and ſo 
to feed upon him , that he may be one with 
#5, and we with him, that he may live in us, 
and we in him, and to him, who hath loved 
ws, and given himſelf forus. 

All which he is to endeavour to perform with ſuje- 
able affections anſwerable to {uchanhholy Action, and 
to ſtirup the like in the people. 

The Elements being now ſanRified by the Word and 
Prayer, The Miniſter, beingarthe Table, is to rake the 
Bread in his hand, & ſay,intheſe expreſſions(or other the 
lite,uſedby Chrift,orhis Apoſtle upon this occafion : ) 

eMccording tothe holy Inſtitution,com- 
waud., andexample of ourblefſed Saviour 


EZ 


Feſus Cbrift, Finke thu Bread, and having 
grven thanks, 1 break it and grve it anto you 
( Therethe Minifter,whois alſo himſelf ro communicary, 
is to break the Bread,and give it tothe Communicants:) 
T ake ye, cat ye; Thus the Body of Chriſt 
which u broken fur you, Do this inremen- 
brance of hint. 

In like manner the' Miniſter is to-take the Cup:,. and 


ſay-, if? theſe expreſſions. ( or other the like , uſed by 
Chriſt, or the Apoſtle upon the ſame occaſion ) 


eAccording to the Inſtitution, com- 
mand , and example of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, I take this Cup, and give it unto you 
( Heere hee giveth it to the Communicants , } 
This Cup ts the new Teſtament in the 
Blood of Chriſt, which i ſhed for the remiſ- 
ſoon of the ſrns of many; Drink ye all of it. 


After all have communicated, the Miniſter may, in4 
few words, putthem in minde 


Of thegrace of God, in Feſus Chriſt held 


forth in thus Sacrament , andexhort them 


bl 


to walk worthy of it. 0. 
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Of Santtification of the Lords day. 
The Miniſter is to give ſolemne thanks to God, 

For hu rich mercy,and invaluable good- 
neſſe vouchſafed to them in that Sacrament, 
and to entreat for pardon for the defetts of 


the whole ſervice , and for the mms af- 
fitance of his good Spirit , whereby they 
may be enabled to walk inthe ſtrength of 


that (grace , as becometh thoſe who have 
received /o great pledges of ſalvation. | 


The Collection for the our is ſotobe ordered, that 
no part of the publike worſhip be thereby hindred. 
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| O f the Sanitification of the Lords day. 


He Lords day ought to be ſo remembred before- 
l hand, as that all worldly buſinefle of our ordi- 
nary Callings may be ſo ordered, and fotimely - 
and ſeaſonably laid aſide, as they may not be impedi- 
ments to the due ſanctifying of the Day when it comes. 
The whole day is to be celebrated as holy to the Lord, 
both 1a publike and privare, as being the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath. To which end, it is requiſite, that there be a holy 
ceſlarion, or reſting all the'Day, from all unneceſſary la- 
boars , andan abſtaining , not onely from all ſports and 
paſtimes, butalſo from all worldly words and thoughts. 
Thar the Diet on that Day. beſo ordered, as thatnei- 
ther ſervants be unneceſlarily detained fromthe publike 
ALE worſhip 
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J + The Solemnization of Marriage. 


worſhip of God , nor any other perſons hindred from 
the ſantiying that Day, 

T hat there be private preparation of every perſon and 
family,by prayer forthemſelves,and for Gods affiſtance 
of the Miniſter, and for a bleſſing upon his Miniſtry,and 
by ſuch other holy exerciſes, as may further diſpoſe 
themto amore comfortable communton with God in 
his publike Ordinances, 

Thar all the people meer ſo timely for publike Wor- 
ſhip , that the whole Congregation may be preſent at 
the beginning, and with one heart ſolemnly joyn toge- 
ther in all parts of the publike Worſhip, and not de- 
part till afterthe Blefling. 

That what yme is vacant, between, or after the ſ0- 
lemns meetings of the Congregation in. publike, be 
ſpent tn Reading, Meditation, Repetition of Sermons z 
( eſpecially , by calling their families ro an account of 
what they have heard, ) and catechizing of them, holy 
conferences, Prayer for a bleſſing upon the Publike Or- 
dinances, ſinging of Pſalms, viſiting the (ick, relieving 
the poor, and ſuch hke dubies of piety, charity and mer- 
cy, accounting the Sabbath a delight. 
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2 The Solemmizatian of CMarriaze. 


to the Church of God , but commonto man- 
kinde,and of Publike intereſt in every Common- 
wealth, yet becauſe ſuch as marry are to marry in the 
Lord, and have ſpeciall need of Inftruction, DireQion, 
and Exhottation , from the Word of God at their en- 


tring into ſuch a new condition ; and, of the bleſſing 
| H 3 of 


Lthough Marriage be no Sacrament,nor peculiar 


of God upon them therein-z. we judgeir expedient,that 


' be Solemmz, ation of Marriage_. 


Marriage be ſolemnized by a lawfull Miniſter of rhe 
Word,that he may accordingly counſell chem,and pray 
tora bleſsing upon them. | 

Marriage is to be betwixt one man-and one woman 
onely ; and they , ſuch as arenot within the degrees of 
Conſanguinity or Affinity prohibited by the Word of 
God. Andthe parties are to be of yeers of diſcretion, fit 
ro make their own:choice, or upon gaod grounds, to 
give their mutuall conſent. 

Before the ſolemnizing of Marriage between. any 
Perſons, their purpoſe of Marriage ſhall be publiſhed by 
the Miniſter three ſeverall Sabbath dayes in the Con- 
gregation, at the place or gags cheir moſt uſuall and 
conſtant abode reſpectively. And of this Publication, 


the Miniſter, who 15 to joyn them in Marriage, ihall have 
ſufficient Teſtimony, before he proceed to ſolemnize 


the Marriage. 

Before that Publication of ſuch their purpoſe ( if the 
parties be under age ) the conſent of the Parents, or 
others, under whoſe powerthey are (in caſe the Parents 
be dead) is to be made known to the Church Officers 
of that Congregation, to be Recorded. 

The like 1s to be obſerved in the proceedings of all 
others, although of age, whoſe Parents are living , for 
their firſt Marriage. Andin after Marriages of either of 
thoſe parties, they 'ſhall be exhorted not rocontrat 
Marriage , without firſt acquainting their Parents with 
it, ( if with convemency it may be done) endeavouring 
to obtain their conſent. 

Parents ought not to force their children to marry 
without their tree conſent, nor deny their own conſent 
without juſt cauſe. 19 

A frer 


| Afrterthe purpoſe or contra of Marriage hath been 
rhus publiſhed', rhe Marriage.is not to be long deferred. - 
Therefore,the Miniſter, having had convenient warning, 
and nothing being objected to hinder it, is publikely ro 
ſolemnize 't in the place appointed by Authority for 
publike Worſhp,beforea competent number of credible 
witneſles , at ſome convenient hour of the day, at any 
time of the yeer,except on a day of Publike humiliation. 
And we adviſe that it benot onthe Lords Day. 

And becauſe all Relations are ſanRified by the Word 
and Prayer, the Miniſter is to pray for a blefling upon 
them, to this effect : | 


Acknowleaging our fins,whereby we have 
made gur ſelves lefſe then the leaſt of all the 
 mercies of God,and provoked him to imbit- 
ter all our comforts,earneſtly inthe name of 
Chriſt to intreat the Lord ( whoſe preſence 
and favour is the bappineſſe of every condi- 
tion , and ſweetens every Relation ) to be 
their Portton, and to own and accept them 
1m Chriſt, who are now to be joyned in the 
bonourable eſtate of Marriage , the Cove- 
nant of their God : and that as be hath 
brought them together by his Providence, 
be would ſanitifie them by has Spirit, giving 


them 


The Salemnization of Marriage. m9 


56 TheSolemnization of «x'M arriage. 
' then a new frame of heart fit for their new 
eftate ; enriching them with all Graces, 
whereby they may perform the duties,enjoy 
the comforts, undergo the cares, and reſiſt 
the temptations which accompany that con- 
dition, as becometh Chriſtians. 


The Prayer being ended, it is convenient that the Mi- 
niſter do briefly declare unto them,out of the Scripture, 


The Inſtitution, Uſe,and ends of Mar- 
riage,with the Conjugall duties which in all 
farthfulneſſe they are to perform each to 0- 
ther,exhorting them to ſtudy the holy Word 
of God,that they may learn to live by faith, 
and to be content in the midſt of all Mar- 
riage cares and troubles, ſanfifying ur 
N ame ina thankefull, ſober, and holy uſe 
of all Conjugall comforts , praying much 
31th, and for, one another, watching over, 
and provoking each other to love and good 
Works , and to live together as the heirs of 


the Grace of life.Þ. £ 
/ ER Aﬀcer. 


The Solemniz.ation of Marriage. 

After ſolemne charging of the perſons tobe Married, 
before the great God , who ſearcherhall hearts, and ro 
whom they muſt give a ſtrict account atthe laſt day,thar 
if either of them know any cauſe, by przcontra& or 
otherwiſe, why they may not lawfully proceed ro Mar- 
riage that they now diſcover it: The Miniſter ( if no im- 
pedimentbe acknowledged) ſhall cauſe, firſt, the man to 
rake the woman by the right hand, ſaying theſe words, 


I N. ao take thee N. to be my married 
wife,and do,in the preſence of God,and be- 
fore thu Conpregation,promiſe © covenant 
tobe a loving and faithfull bueband unto 
thee,untill God ſhall ſeparate us by death. 


Then the woman ſhall rake the man by his right 
hand, and ſay theſe words, | SXZad 


T N. do take thee N. to be my married 
husband, and 1 do, in the preſence of God, 
and before this Congregation , promiſe and 
covenant to be a loving, faithful, and obe- 
dient wife unto thee, untill God ſhall ſepa- 
rate.us by death. "7 


Then, without any further Ceremony, the Miniſter 
ſhall,in the face of the Congregation,pronounce them to 
be husband and wife,according to Gods Ordinance; and 
ſo, conclude the ation, with Prayerto this effec, | , , 
' OE | W -: 4 hat 


Of the Vijreation of the Sick. 

T hat the Lord would be pleaſed to ac- 
company bu own Ordinance with his bleſ- 
ing, beſeeching him to enrich the perſons 
now married , as with other pledges of hn 
love, fo particularly with the comforts and 
fruits of marriage,to the praiſe of his abun- 
dant mercy, in and through Chriſt Feſus. 


A Regiſter 1s to be carefully kept, wherein the names 
of the parties'fo married, with the ttme of thejr marriage, 
are:forthwith:to be fairly recorded:in a Book provided 
for that purpole , for the peruſall of allwhom it may 
CORCErN, | 
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TT is the dutic of the Miniſter not onely ro teach the 
| people commitredto his charge, im publike, but pri- 
vately and;particularlyto admomſh,exhort,reprove, 
and comfortthem , .upon all feaſonable occaſions, ſo far 
as his time, ſtrength, and perſonall fafety will permit. 
— Heisro admonifhthem, in-time of health, to prepare 
. fordeath, and for-that purpoſe they are often to confer 
with their Miniſter about the eſtate of their ſouls: and, 
in times of ſickneſle to defire his advice and help,timely 
and ſeafonably, before their ſtrength and underſtanding 
Kilthem. 
© Times of Sickneſſe and afflition are ſpeciall oppor 
Lunities put into his hand;by God, ro miniſter a _ in 
| leaſon | 


Of the Vifeation of the Sick. 


fexſon ro-weary ſouls : becauſe then the Confciences of 


menare, or ſhould be more awakened to bethinkthem- _ 


ſelves of- their Spirituall eſfares for Eternity, and Satan 
alſo-rakes advantage then, to load them more with ſore 
and heavy'temprtations : Therefore the Miniſter bein 
fent for , and:-repairing” tothe fick , is roapply himfel? 
with all renderneſfe and love, ro adminiſter; 

ruall good to his ſoul; to this effet : 

He may, from the conſideration of the preſent ſick- 
neſſe, inſtru& him out of Scripture, that diſeaſes come 
not by chance, or by diſtempers of body only, but by 
the wile and orderly guidance of the good hand of God 
ro every particular perſon fmitten by chem. And that 
whether it be laid upon him out of diſpleaſure for ſin, 
for his correQion and amendment, or forTrial,and exer- 
ciſe of his graces,or for other ſpecial and excellent ends, 
all his ſuffrings ſhal eurn ro his profir,and work together 
for his good , if he fincerely labour to make a ſanRified 
uſe of Gods Viſtration, neither deſpifing his chaſtening, 
nor waxing weary of his correction. 

If he ſuſpe& him of ignorance, he ſhall examine him 
- inthe Principles of Reltgton , eſpecially rouching Re- 
pentance and Faith z and, as he ſeerh cauſe, inſtruchim 
inthe nature, uſe,excellency, and neceſsiry of thoſe gra- 
ces; aSalfo-touching the Covenant of Grace,and Chrift 
the Son of God,the Mediator of it, and concerning Re- 
miſsjon of fins by faithin him, 

He ſhall exhort the fick perfon to examine himſelfito 
fearch and try his former wayes, and his eſtate towards 
Gad. Tone 

And if the ſick perſon ſhall declare any ſcruple,dobbr 
or temptation that are upon him , inſtru&ions and reſo0- 
lutions ſhall be giyen co fatisfie -7ay ſertle him, by 

2 


ome Spiri- 


It a 


_—_ 


Of the Viſuation of the Sick. 
| If it appear that he hath'nota due ſence of his ſins,en- 
deavours ought to be uſed to convince him of his ſins, 
of the guilt and deſert of them ; of the filth and pollu- 
tion,which the ſoul contracts by them, and of the curſe 
of the Law,and wrath of God duetothem,; that he may 
be truly affected with,and humbled for them; and with- 
all ro make known the danger of deferring Repentance, 
and of negleQting ſalvation at anytime offred,to awaken 
his Conſcience , and rowze him up out of a ſtupid and 
ſecure condition, to apprehend the fultice and wrath of 
God , before whom none can ſtand, but he that being 
loſt in himſelf, layeth hold upon Chriſt by Faith. 
If he have.endeavoured to walk in the wayes of holi- 


neſle, andto ſerve God in uprightnefle , although not 


without many ___ and infirmiries ; or if his ſpirit be 
broken with the ſenſe of fin,or caſt down through want 
of the ſenſe of Gods favour; then ir will be fitto raiſe- 
him up, by ſetting before him the freeneſſe and fulneſſe 
of Gods grace, the (ſufficiency of righteouſnes in Chriſt, 
the gracious offers in the Goſpel, that all who repent. 
and beleeve. with all their heart in Gods mercy through 
Chriſt, renouncing their own righteouſneſſe, ſhall have 
life and falvation. in. him. Tt may. be alſo uſefull ro- 
ſhew him., that death hath in it no Spirituall evil to be 
tearedby thoſe thatare in Chriſt, becauſe fin the- ſting 
of death is taken away by Chriſt, who hath delivered all 
that are his from the bondage of the fear of death , tri- 
ymphed over the grave,givenus victory, is. Himſelf en- 
tred into glory, to gregoens lace for His people': $0 
that neither life nor death ſhall be able to ſeparate them 
from- Gods love. in Chriſt ,* in whom ſuch are ſure, 
though now they. muſt be laid in.the duſt , ro-obtain » 
joyfull and glorious reſurre&ion.o eternall life... | 
| Advice 


Of the Viſitation of the Sick. 
Advice alſo may be given, as to. beware of an ill 
grounded perſwaſion'on mercy , or onthe goodneſle of 
his condition for heaven, ſo to diſclaim all merit in him- 
ſelf, and co caſt himſelf wholly upon God for mercy in 
the {ole Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, who _ 
engaged himſelf never to.caſt offthemi, who in eruthan 
ſincerity come unto him. \.Care alſo muſt. be raken that 
the ſick perſon be nor caſt down into deſpair by ſuch a 
ſevere repreſentation of the wrath of God due to him tor 
' his ſins, as is not mollified by a {eaſonable propoundin 


» 


of Chriſt and his Merit for a door of hope to every pe-* 


nitent Beleever. 

When the ſick perſon is beſt compoſed, may be leaſt 
diſturbed,and other neceſſary offices abour him leaſt hin- 
dred, the Miniſter, it deſtred,fhall pray with him,and for 
him to this effect , | 


Confeſſing and bewatling of fin Originall 
and Atuall, the miſerablecondition of all 
by nature, as being Children of Wrath and 


under the Curſe, acknowledging that all diſ-- 
eaſes, fickpeſſes, aeath, and hell it lf are 


the proper iſſues and effects thereof : [mplo- 
ring rods mercy for the fick perſon through 
the Blood of: Chrift , -beſeeching that God 


—_ 


ould open his eyes, diſcover nnto him big: 


fins, cauſe him ta ſee himſelf loftin himſelf, 
"1; 
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| 456 Of the Viſttation of the Sick, 
make known to him the cauſe why God ſmi- 
teth him, reveal Feſus Chriſt to his ſoul for 
Keghteouſneſſe and Life,grve unto him his 
holy Spirit tocreate Calben faith,to 
lay hold npon Chriſt , towork in him com- 
fortable evidences of his love , to arm him 
againſt Temptations , to take off his heart 
from the world, to fanttifie hu preſent Viſt- 
tation, to ity him with patience and 
flrength to bear it, and to prve him perſe- 
wverance in Faith to the IF 
That if God ſhall pleaſe to adde to bu 
dayes,he would vouchſafe to bleſſe and ſan- 
cifie all means of h1s recovery , to remove 
the diſeaſe, renew hw ſtrength, and enable 
him to walk worthy of God , by a faithful 
remembrance , and diligent obſerving of 
ſuch vows and promiſes of holinefſe and 
obedience, as men are apt to make in times 
of ſuckneſſe, that he may glorifie God in the” 
remaining part of his life. Pp 
2 es L 


Of the Viftatiow of the Sick, 
And'if God have determined to fmyh his 


aayes by the preſent Vijutation,he may finde 


ſuch Evidence of the pardon.of all bis ſens, 


of his intereſt in Chriſt, and Eternal life by 


Chriſt, as may cauſe his inward man to be 
renewed,while his outward man decayeth ; 
that he may behold Death without Fear, 
caft himſelf wholly upon ( briſk without 
doubting , deſire to be diffolved and tobe 


with Chrift, and fo recerve theend of his 


Faith , the ſalvation of bis Soul, through 


the onely Aderits and Interceſoion of the 


Lord Fejus Chriſt , our alone.Sauiour and 


eAll-ſufficient Redeemer. 


The Miniſter ſhall adwoniſh/ himalfo-( asthere ſhall 
be.cauſe) to ſet his houſe in order , /thereby-to-preveir 
4nconveniences, to take care for the payment:of this 
debts, 'and to make -reflxtution or ſatisfaRtion where he 
hath done any wrong, 10 be reconciled /to.thaſe with 
whom. he hath heen-at-yarmnce , ;and-tully ro forgive all 
men their treſpaſſes againſt him,. as he expefts forgive= 
neſſeat the hand-of -God. 

Laſtly,the Miniſter may improve the preſent occaſion 
ro exhort thoſe about the lick;perſon, tocantidertheir 


with: 


ewn mortality , to returnto the Lord and make Peace: - 
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© Of Buriallof the Dead. © = © 


with him; in healch to prepare forfickneſle, death, and 
judgement, and all the dayes of their appointed time ſo 


-ro wait until! their change come, that when Chriſt who 
is our lite , ſhall appear , they may appear with him in 
glory. 
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Concerning Buriall of the Dead. 
- 7 Hen any'/perſon departeth this life, let the dead 
body, uponthe day of Buriall, be decently ar- 
' tended from the houſe to the place appointed 

for publike Buriall , and there 1immedaately interred, ' 
without any Ceremony. | = |; 
And becauſe the cuſtomes of kneeling down, and 
praying by, or towards the dead Corps, and other ſuch 
uſages, in the place where it lies, before it be carried to | 
Buriall, are Superſtitious : and for that, praying,reading, 
and ſinging both in going ro,andat the Grave,have been 
groſly abuſed , are no way beneficialltothe dead, and 


| have proved many wayes huntfullto the living,therefore 


let all (uch things be laid afide, * 

 Howbeit, we judge it very convenient, thatthe Chri- 
ſtian friends which accompany the dead body to the 
place appointed for publike Buriall, do apply themſelves 
to Meditations , and Conferences ſuitable to the occa- 
ſion : and, that the Miniſter, as upon other occaſions, ſo 
arthis time, if he be preſent, may put them in remem- 


4brance of their Duric.. 


That this ſhall not extend to deny any civill reſpeQs 


_ or differences at the Buriall , ſuitable to the ranke and 


condition of the party deceaſed whiles he was living. - 


Concerning 


Of Publike Faſteng. 
Concerning Publike ſolemne Faſting. 


Hen ſome greatand notable Judgements are 

\ \ / either inflicted upon a People, or apparently 

imminent , or by ſome extraordinary proyo- 

cations notoriouſly deſerved, as alſo, when ſome ſpeciall 

Bleffing is to be ſought and obtained , Publike ſokemne 

Faſting ( which is to continze the whole Day ) is a Duty 
that God expecteth from that Nation, or people. 

A Religious Falt requires torall abſtinence, not onely 
from all food ( unleſſe bodily weakneffe do manifeſtly 
diſable from holding out till the Faſt be ended, in which 
cale ſomewhat may be taken, yer very ſparingly, to ſup- 
port nature when ready to faint ) butalſo fromall world- 
ly labour, diſcourſes and thoughts , and from all bodily 
delights, (although at other times lawfull ) rich puoell 
ornaments and ſuch like,during the Faft;and much more, 
from what ever is,tn the nature,or uſe, ſcandalous and of- 
fenſive ; as, gariſh attire, laſcivious habits and geſtures, 
and other vanities of either {ex , which we recommend 
to all Miniſters in their places , diligently and zealouſly 
to reprove,as at other times,fo eſpecially at a Faſt, with- 
out reſpect of perſons, as there ſhall be occaſion. 

Beforethe Publike meeting, each Family, and perſon 
apart , are privately to uſe all religious care to prepare 
their hearts to ſuch a tolemne work , and, to be early at 
the Congregation. 

So large a portion of the day,as conveniently may be, 
i5to be ſpent in Publike Reading, and Preaching of the 
Word, with ſinging of Pſalmes fit ro quicken afteQions 
ſuitable ro fuch a Dury;but eſpectally in Prayer,tothis or 


the like effe& : K Giving 


Of Publike Faſting. 


Giving glory tothe great eM ajeſly of 


God,the Creator, Preſerver,and Supreame 
Ruler of all the World, the better to affett 
us thereby with an holy reverence and awe 
of Him-. eA cknowledging his manifold, 
great, and tender mercies, eſpecially to the 
Church and N ation,the more effettually to 
ſoften , and abaſe our hearts before him. 
Humbly confeſ#ng of ſins of all forts, with 
their ſeveral aggravations: juſtifying Gods 
righteous Fudgments,as being far leſſe then 
our ſins do "+ - ng humbly and earneſt- 
ly imploring his mercy and grace for our 
ſelves, the Church, and N{ ation , for our 
King,and all in authority,and for all others 
for whom we are bound to pray ( according 
as the preſent exigent requireth )with more 
ſpeciall mportunity and inlargement then 
at other times : eAppling by Faith , the 
Promiſes and Goodneſſe of God, for Par- 
don, help, and detiverance from the Evils 


felt, 


) 


| 


Of Publike Faſting. 
felt, feared, or deſerved : _—_ obtain- 
a 


ing the blefiings which we need and expett ; 


together with a giving up of our ſelves 
wholly and for ever unto the Lord. 


In all theſe, the Miniſters , who are the mouthes of 
the people unto God,ought ſo to ſpeak from their hearts 
upon ſerious and thorow premeditation of them , that 
both themſelves and their people may be much affected, 
and even melted thereby ; efpecially with ſorrow for 
their fins, that it may be indeed a Day of deep humilia- 
tion and afflicting of the ſoul. 

Speciall choice is to be made of ſuch Scriptures to be 
read, and of fuch Texts for Preaching,as may beſt work 
the hearts of the hearers to the ſpeciall buſineſle of the 
day , and moſt diſpoſe them to humiliation and repent- 
ance; inſiſting moſt on thoſe particulars , which each 
Miniſters obſervation and experiencertels him are moſt 
conducing to the edification , and reformation of thax 
Congregation to which he preacheth. 

Before the cloſe of the Publike Duties , the Miniſter 
5, in his own, and the peoples names, to ingage his and 
thetr hearts to be the Lords, with profeſſed purpoſe and 
reſolution to reform what ever is amiſle among them, 
and more particularly ſuch fins as they have been more 
remarkably guilty of ; and, to draw neerer unto God, 
and to walk more cloſely and faithfully with him in new 
obedience,then ever before. 

He is alſo co admoniſh the people with all importuni- 
ty,that the work of that day doth nor end with the Pub- 
hike duties of it, bur that they are ſo to improve the 

K 2 remainder: 
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remainder of the day ,and of their whole life,in re-infor- 
cing upon themſelves and their families in private, all 
thoſe godly affections and reſolutions which they pro- 
tefled in publike,as thatthey may be ſetled intheir hearts 
forever, and themſelves may more ſenſibly finde that 
God hath ſmetr a ſweet favour in Chriſt from their per- 
formances, and is pacified towards them, by an{wers of 
Grace, in pardoning of ſtn,in removing of Judgements, 
in averting or preventing of plagues, and in conferring 
of bleſſings ſuitable to the conditions and prayers of his 
people, by Jeſus Chrilt. | 

Beſide ſolemne and generall Faſts injoyned by Au- 
thority, we judge, that at other times , Congregations 
may keep dayes of Faſting , as Divine Providence ſhall 
adminiſter unto them ſpeciall occaſions. And alſo thar 


Famulies may do the ſame, ſo it be not on dayes where- 
meet for Faſting, or other publike Duties of Worſhip. 
HEINE EI034444443044% 
Publike Thankſgiving. 

WW Hen any ſuch Day is to be kept, let notice be 

VF convenient time before”, that the people may ' 
the better prepare themſelves thereunto. 
private preparations ) being aſſembled , the Miniſter is 
to begin with a word of Exhortationto ſtir up the peo- 
prayer tor Gods aſſiſtance and blefling (as at other Con- 
ventions for Publike Worſhip ) according to the parti- 


in the Congregation to which they do belong , is to 
Concerning the Obſervation of Dayes of 
given of it,and of the occaſion thereof, ſome 
The Day being come, and the Congregation ( after 
ple to the Duty for which they are met,and with a ſhort 
cular occaſion of their meeting. 


Let 


Of Dayes of publike g; ankgoiving. 


Let him then make ſome pithy narration of the De- 
liverance obtained, or Mercy received , or of whateyer 
hath occaſioned that aſſembling of chECongregarion, 
chat all may betrer underſtand it, or be minded ot ir,and 
moreaffected with it. | 

And becauſe ſinging of Pſalms is of all other the 
moſt proper Ordinance for expreffing of Toy and 
Thankſgiving , let ſome pertinent Pſalm or Pſalms be 
ſung forthat purpoſe, before or after the reading of ſome 
portion of the Word ſuitable to the preſent bulineſſe. 

Then let the Miniſter who is to preach , proceed to 
further Exhortation and Prayer before his Sermon, 
with (peciall reference to the preſent work : after which 
let him preach upon ſome Text of Scripture pertinent 
rothe occaſion. 

The Sermon ended, ler him not only pray,zs at other 
times afrer preaching is direed, with remembrance of 
the neceſſities of the Church, King, and State {if before 
the Sermon they were omixted ) but inlarge himſelf in 
due & ſolemn Thankſgiving for former mercies and de- 
liverances,but more eſpecially torthat which at the pre- 
ſent calls them together co givethanks: with humble 
perition for the continuance and renewing of Gods 
wonted mercies, as need ſhall be , and for ſancifying 
grace to makea right uſe thereof. And (o, having ſun 
another Pſalm ſuitable ro the mercy , ler him diſmiſle 
the Congregation with a bleſſing, that they may have 
ſome convenient time for their repaſt and refreſhing. 

But the Miniſter (before their diſmifſion) is ſolemnly 
to admoniſh them,to beware of all exceſle and rior,ten- 
ding to gluttony or drunkennes,and much more of theſe 
ſins themſelves, in their cating and refreſhing, and ro 
take care that their mirth and rejoycing be nor carnall, 
K 3 bur 


Of Singing 0 Pſalms. 


bur ſpirituall, which may make Gods praiſe to be glori- 
ous, and themſelves humble and ſober, and that both 
their feeding and rejoycing may render them more 
cheerfull and inlarged further to celebrate his Praiſes 
in the midſt of the Congregation , when they return 
unto it, in the remaining part of that Day. _ 

When the Congregation ſhall be again aſſembled, 
the like courſe in praying, reading; preaching,ſinging of 
Plalms , and offering up of more praiſe and thankſgi- 
ving , that is before direed for the morning , is to be 
renewed and continued fo far as the time wil give leave. 

Ar one or both of the publike meetings that day , a 
Colletion is to be made for the poor ( and inthe like 
manner uponthe Day of Publike Humiliation ) that 
their loynes may bleſſe us, and rejoyce the more with, 
us. Andthe people areto be exhorted at the end of the 
latter meeting, to ſpend the reſidue of that Day in holy 
duties , andreſtifications of Chriſtian love and charity 
one towards another, and of rejoycing more and more 
in the Lord; as becommeth thoſe who make the joy of 
the Lord their ſtrength. 
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of Sinzing of Pſalms. 


T is the duty of Chriſtians to praiſe God publikely 
| by ſinging of Pſalms together in the Congregati- 
on, and alſo privately in the Family. 

In linging of Pſalms , the voice isto be tunably and 
gravely ordered : but the chick care muſt be, ro ſing, 
with underſtanding, and with Grace in the heart, ma- 
king melody unto the Lord. 

That the whole Congregation may joyn herein,every ' 
once 


An Appendix. 


one that can readis to have a Pſalm book,and all others 
not diſabled by age, or otherwiſe, are to beexhorted to 
learn to read. Burfor the preſent , where many in the 
Congregation cannot read, it is convenient that the Mi- 
niſter , or ſome other fit perſon appointed by him and 
the other Ruling Officers , do read the Pſalm , line by 
line, betore the ſinging thereof. 
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An Appendix touching Dayes and 
Places for Publike VV orſhip. 


T Here is no Day commanded in Scripture to be kept ho- 


ly under the Goſpel , but the Lords day , which « the 
Chri#tian Sabbath. | 

Feſtival dayes , wulgarly called Holy dayes , having no 
warrant inthe word of God, are not to be continued. 

Nevertheleſſe it is lawfull and neceſſary upon ſpecial emer- 
gent occaſions , to ſeparate a day or dayes for Publike Faiting 
or Thankſgiving, as the ſeverall eminent and extraordinary 
aiſpenſations of Gods providence ſhall adminiſter cauſe and 
opportunity to his people. 

As no place us capable of any holineſſe under pretence of 
whatſocver Dedication or Conſecrggion,ſo neither u it ſubjett 
to ſuch pollution by any ſuperſtition formerly uſed and now 
laid aſide, as may render it unlawfull or inconvenient for 
Chriitians to meet together therein for the publike worſhip of 
God, And therefore we hold it requiſite that the places of 
publike aſſembling for worſhip among us, ſhould be continued 
and imployed to that uſe. | 


FINIS 


